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Cabinet Member Decisions 
MSDC RESPONSE TO THE 5 COMMUNITIES PLAN – HORSHAM AND MID SUSSEX CCG 
STRATEGIC SERVICE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Following their presentation on 24th September 2014 Horsham and Mid Sussex Clinical Commissioning 
Group has asked for comments on the 5 Communities Plan, which is an executive summary of the Strategic 
Service  Development Plan (SSDP).  Members are asked to comment on the attached response drafted by 
the Cabinet Member for Health and Community, Councillor Christopher Snowling.  The SSDP sets out 
CCG’s proposals for commissioning health and wellbeing and services and an infrastructure plan.  It reviews 
current  provision and suggests ways of broadening the healthcare offer for patients  on a more local basis 
 across the north of West Sussex (Crawley, Horsham and Mid Sussex). 

The full report can be accessed by going to http://www.5communitieswestsussex.nhs.uk/about-the-
project/our-plan/ and the executive summary through 
http://www.horshamandmidsussexccg.nhs.uk/EasySiteWeb/GatewayLink.aspx?alId=387008. 

A copy of the the Council’s draft response has been sent to all Members by post.  Members are asked to 
submit their comments on the draft response to Elizabeth Carter, Wellbeing Manager, by Tuesday 30th 
September 2014.  Comments can be sent in by email elizabeth.carter@midsussex.gov.uk by telephone 
01444 477047 or by post. 
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Dr M Patel and Mrs S Braysher 
Horsham and Mid Sussex CCG 
Lower Ground Floor 
Crawley Hospital 
West Green Drive 
Crawley, West Sussex 
RH11 7DH 

Dear Dr Patel and Mrs Braysher, 

Mid Sussex District Council response to the 5 Communities Plan – Horsham and Mid Sussex 
CCG Strategic Service Development Plan 

Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC) would like to thank you for presenting the 5 Communities Plan 
to its members and welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Horsham and Mid Sussex 
Strategic Service Development Plan. 

MSDC supports the overarching aims of the plan to; 

• Promote health and wellbeing, improve lifestyles and support people to take responsibility for 
their own health. 

• Ensure that as many safe, high quality and affordable health services are provided as close 
to home as possible 

• Ensure that services have the capacity to deal with the growing populations taking into 
consideration plans for housing expansion as well as the characteristics of our communities. 

• Support and develop primary care particularly for our rural communities 
• Make the best use of existing NHS buildings 
• Ensure the financial sustainability of our NHS for the long term 
• Engage with local patients, public and partners 

The Council is fully supportive of the aim to improve lifestyles and to support people to take greater 
responsibility for their own health.  The Council believes that there is greater scope for collaborative 
working with the CCG with the Wellbeing Hub and other District Council services.  The Council, 
through the Health and Wellbeing Partnership, would be interested in exploring the possibility of 
providing outreach services within redeveloped and new primary care settings.  

The Council fully appreciates the rationale that GP practices need to be fit for purpose and that the 
best use is made of NHS buildings.  However, any proposals must not result in a reduction in 
capacity or diminished accessibility.   The residents of Mid Sussex should be able to have access to 
a range of high quality health care in venues which are accessible in terms of both their locations 
(taking in to account transport links and car parking) and the physical condition and layout of the 
building.  The Council wishes to stress that residents of Mid Sussex will be very concerned about 
any changes to health care provision and it is vital that they are fully engaged in the process and 
that measures are put in place to support access to new services.   
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The Council supports the principle of bringing hospital based services into the community to enable 
our residents to access as much care locally as possible, particularly in Burgess Hill where there is a 
lack of community hospital services. 

The Council understands that a number of services currently provided within the Princess Royal 
Hospital (PRH) and the Queen Victoria Hospital (QVH) can be provided in community settings and 
broadly the Council supports this.  However, we would appreciate assurance that should these 
services be relocated the future viability of the hospitals will not be put at risk.   Although the 
document advocates the community settings approach (paragraph 211) it states that ‘the CCG may 
also wish the BSUHT to consider whether services currently located in the community could be 
integrated into the PRH site’.  The Council would welcome clarification of this statement. 

The Council welcomes the proposal to provide outreach chemotherapy services within the PRH. 
(Paragraph 197) 

The Council broadly support the hub and spoke model and the model of integrated service delivery 
proposed in the plan.  However, we would welcome further clarification of the hub locations going 
forward. (Paragraph 200) 

We note the proposal to locate the urology services at Park View and Crawley Down surgeries.  
However, as indicated in the plan, Crawley Down surgery is constrained in relation to car parking 
and any decision to expand services could exacerbate this problem. (Paragraph 206) 

The Council welcomes the use of the Better Care Fund to develop the integration of care through 
the Proactive Care Programme and the proposed Tailored Health Coaching Service providing a 
targeted approach to managing long term conditions.  The Council can see great opportunities for 
the two services to work closely with the Wellbeing Hub and other Council services such as housing 
and benefits in the future. (Paragraph 216) 

The Council supports the proposal to establish a centre for inpatient stroke rehabilitation in Mid 
Sussex and the review of neurological conditions. (Paragraph 222) 

With regards to mental health services the Council considers that there should be greater access for 
Mid Sussex residents to the Time to Talk service for which there are currently significant waiting 
times.  There is also a need for improved access to mental health services for young people who do 
not currently meet the Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service eligibility criteria. (Paragraph 
226) 

The Council is seeking assurance that there will be equity between Horsham and Crawley in the 
provision of an integrated service model between general children and family services and specialist 
mental health provision and it strongly supports the argument that there should be a similar 
integrated service for the population of Mid Sussex. (Paragraph 240) 

The Council welcomes the reassurance that the once vulnerable maternity unit at PRH has a more 
secure future with the proposed development of a consultant led unit. (Paragraph 247) 

There is under provision of sexual health services in Mid Sussex which the Council would have 
expected the plan to address. 

The Council supports the proposal to make PRH a hub for MSK services and the corresponding 
spoke proposals.  It also welcomes the proposal to continue to develop the PRH as a community 
facing wellbeing centre for the local community. 
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Due to the  geographical location of Haywards Heath  the Council understands the rationale for 
regarding Haywards Heath as the major centre for community and primary care facilities.  However 
it is important that there is access to all services for residents across the whole of Mid Sussex 
including those who live in rural areas which are less well served by public transport.   

Whist the Council welcomes the proposals to provide additional primary care facilities at Burgess 
Hill. (Paragraph 277) there are a number of options presented in the document regarding the locality 
specific estates.  The Council would like the CCG to ensure that access to locations by the most 
vulnerable residents in Mid Sussex is considered when assessing each of these options.  

The Council acknowledges the challenges facing the CCG to deliver the best options for our local 
communities and welcomes the benefits that the plan will bring in terms of the potential to expand 
the range of services and to deliver them locally.   

We look forward to discussing the proposals in more detail as your plans develop and would assert 
the need for assurance and further engagement opportunities to be provided to local residents 
before any decisions are made.  

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Councillor Christopher Snowling 
Cabinet Member for Health & Community 


